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43. TRICLARIA CYANOGASTRA (Vieill.). 

My attention was first drawn to this bird by hearing a rather 
agreeable song proceeding from the top ofa tall tree : on looking 
up I could see nothing but a good-sized green bird, and was 
surprised to find on shooting, that it was a Parrot. At first I 
thought there must be some mistake, and that I had shot the 
wrong bird; but the natives assured me that this kind of Parrot 
sings ; indeed they call it “ Sabia sicca,” Sabia being the name 
they give to the Thrush. 


44, CHAMPELIA TALPACOTI, Sw. 

I only noticed these birds round one or two farms, where they 
associated in small flocks, feedmg on the ground in company 
with various kinds of small birds, and were remarkably shy : on 
the approach of any one they were invariably the first to take 
the alarm and fly away. I saw them occasionally perched upon 
the roofs of outhouses, 


45. ARAMIDES SARACURA (Spix). 

Almost every marsh and small piece of water has two or 
three of these birds constantly round it. They are very shy, 
retreating noiselessly to the nearest shelter on the approach of 
any one. Towards evening numbers of them congregate and 
utter their loud call-note, which very much resembles the word 
“ saracura ” rapidly repeated. 


XXV.— Contributions to the Ornithology of Egypt. By Captain 
Gye. SHELLEY, ER GS GNC: 


[Concluded from p. 147.] 


161. RECURVIROSTRA AVOCETTA, L. Avocet. 

By no means abundant. I met with it in flocks on two oc- 
casions :—once in the Delta, in February ; and once at Golosaneh, 
on the 11th of March, when I killed two specimens. 


162. Numenius arcuatvus, L. Curlew. 

Abundant throughout Egypt and Nubia, but most numerous in 
the Delta and the Fayoom. It probably remains in the country 
throughout the year ; for I tired at a bird which I believe to have 
been the Common Curlew at Erment on the 24th of April. 
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163. Himanrtopus canpipus, Bonnaterre. Stilt. 

Abundant throughout Egypt and Nubia, but more especially 
so in the Delta, where it may be almost daily seen striding 
about the shallow pools so frequent near the villages, perfectly 
regardless of the natives, as if conscious of its own worthless- 
ness as an article of food. 


164. Hamatorvus ostratecus, L. Oyster-catcher. 
Mr. E. C. Taylor (Ibis, 1867, p. 69) mentions having seen a 
bird of this species on the shores of the Red Sea, near Suez. 


165. Limosa MELANURA (L.). Black-tailed Godwit. 
We only met with a flock of these birds on one occasion, near 
Sakkara, on the 7th of April, when we shot two specimens. 


166. Macuertes puenax (L.). Ruff. 

Very plentiful throughout Egypt, especially in the Delta. 
Generally met with in flocks near the lakes and pools, or singly 
along the banks of the river. 


167. Totanus cauipris (L.). Common Redshank. 


Very abundant in the Delta; but I did not meet with it above 
Cairo. 


168. Toranus Fuscus, Leisler. Spotted Redshank. 

We shot several birds of this species out of a flock which we 
met with at Sakkara on the 7th of April. It may at once be 
recognized from the last species in any stage of plumage by the 
dusky ground-colour of some of the tail-feathers (which in the 
Common Redshank are pure white and black), and by the 
greater length of its bill. 


169. Totanus GLottis, Bechst. Greenshank. 
Found abundantly throughout Egypt and Nubia. 


170. Totanus staGnatTILis, Bechst. Marsh-Sandpiper. 

Not very uncommon. We met with it evenly distributed 
throughout Egypt and Nubia. It appears essentially a solitary 
bird ; for I only once met with a pair of them at the same pool, 
but have seen single specimens on two or three occasions in 
company with the Wood-Sandpiper. In winter plumage they 
somewhat resemble the last species, but may be distinguished at 
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a considerable distance by their more slender form and smaller 
size; in March they begin to acquire their summer dress, and 
become beautifully spotted with black down the back. 


171. Toranvs ocHrorus (L.). Green Sandpiper. 
To be met with in almost every suitable pool throughout 
Egypt and Nubia. 


172. TOTANUS GLAREOLA (L.). Wood-Sandpiper. 

This year I found the present species by far the most abundant 
Sandpiper in Egypt. It was most numerous in the Delta; but I 
also shot some in Nubia. It appears very uncertain in its visits ; 
for in 1868 I never saw it to my knowledge, although on both 
occasions I visited Egypt about the same time of year: Mr. E. 
C. Taylor also found it rare. 


178. Actitis HypoLeuca (L.). Common Sandpiper. 
Very abundant throughout Egypt and Nubia. 


174, TRINGA suparquata, Temm. Curlew Sandpiper. 

I only shot this bird on one occasion, on the 8th of May, at 
Golosaneh, where I saw it in company with a flock of Stints. 
It is probably not uncommon at certain seasons. 


175. TRINGA MINUTA, Leisler. Little Stint. 
Abundant throughout Egypt. 


176. TRINGA TEMMINCKI, Leisler. Temminck’s Stint. 
We shot this bird on several occasions, and found it through- 
out Egypt, but not nearly so plentiful as the last species. 


177. GALLINAGO MAJOR (Gm.). Solitary Snipe. 

Mr. S. S. Allen (Ibis, 1864, p. 241) mentions having shot 
one of these birds in May 1863 at Damietta. I know of no 
other instance of its capture in Egypt. 


178. GALLINAGO MEDIA, Leach. Common Snipe. 

I have met with Snipe as high up as Dendera on the 24th of 
March. There is very good Snipe-shooting to be had in the 
Delta, especially between Alexandria and Lake Menzaleb. 


179. GALLINAGO GALLINULA (L.). Jack Snipe. 
Abundant wherever the last species is met with. 
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180. Ruyncmæa BENGALENSIS (L.). Painted Snipe. 

This beautiful species is very plentiful at times in the Delta, 
and is, I believe, occasionally met with throughout Egypt. It 
may easily be killed, as it lies close and does not fly far when 
disturbed. When we met with them towards the end of 
February near Damietta, the females had their ovaries very much 
advanced, and were evidently about to breed. 


181. [pis RELIGIOSA, Cuv. Sacred Ibis. 

A list of Egyptian birds would appear incomplete without the 
present species ; yet I do not know of any authenticated instance 
of its having been killed in that country during the present 
century. There can be no doubt that this species lived for- 
merly in Egypt ; for the food that has been found in many of the 
mummied specimens consists of shells, insects, and reptiles now 
inhabiting the country. Some authors imagine that this bird 
was brought into the country by the ancient Egyptians; now 
this appears to me highly improbable, as it would be the only 
instance of an animal not indigenous to Egypt having been 
made an object of general worship. If it formerly inhabited 
Egypt, we may fairly expect to meet with it again, although 
persecution may have greatly decreased its numbers. 


182. Isis FALCINELLUS (L.). Glossy Ibis. 

By no means abundant in Egypt. I only met with this 
species on one occasion, near El Kab, on the 22nd of April, when 
I saw three feeding together in a small pool, and procured two 
of them. 


183. GRUS CINEREA, Bechst. Common ‘Crane. 
I used to see immense flocks of these birds up to the middle 


of March. 


184. Grus vireo, Pall. Demoiselle Crane. 

I met with a large flock of these birds on the 2nd of April 
below Benisooef, when, after in vain trying to stalk them for an 
hour, I obtained a long shot as they flew over my head. I am 
not aware of having seen them on any other occasion. 


185. Ciconra ALBA, Bechst. White Stork. 
During March and April I used to see immense numbers of 
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these birds on their way north. At times they have crowded 
the bank like an army, and I have seen large sandbanks in the 
river white with them; yet I believe they never remain in the 
country to breed. 


186. Crconra nioRA (L.). Black Stork. 

I met with this bird occasionally on the sand-banks, always 
singly, but could never get within shot. I have seen several 
specimens which had been brought from Egypt. 


187. ArpEA CINEREA, L. Common Heron. 

To be met with daily throughout Egypt and Nubia on every 
sand-bank, often in considerable numbers, in company with 
Pelicans, Spoonbills, and Waders. 


188. ARDEA PURPUREA, L. Purple Heron. 

Seen on several occasions by Mr. E. C. Taylor (Ibis, 1867, 
p. 70). I have seen a specimen shot by Mr. Josceline Amherst 
on the Nile this year. It is very abundant in the Fayoom. 


189. Heropras aLBa (L.). Great White Heron. 

I met with this Heron occasionally in the Fayoom; and I 
also frequently saw flocks of Great White Herons on Lake 
Mareotis, near Alexandria. 


190. Heropras carzetra (L.). Little Egret. 

We first met with this bird at Sioot, on the 5th of February ; 
but it was not plentiful until April, when it had just put on 
its full breeding-plumage. It feeds exclusively on small fishes. 
The beak and legs are black, the feet a greenish yellow, irides 
pale yellow. 


191. ArpEoLa russaTa (Wagl.). Buff-backed Heron. 

Very abundant in Egypt, especially in the Delta, where it 
may be seen feeding in flocks among the cattle without the least 
fear of man. It does not acquire its full breeding-plumage 


before May. 


192. ArpEoLa comarTa (Pall.). Squacco Heron. 

This bird is not often met with by the Nile traveller, as it 
does not arrive in Egypt before the latter end of April. I shot 
the first specimen that I saw on the lst of May, below Dendera ; 


314 Capt. G. E. Shelley on Egyptian Ornithology. 


and on the 3rd I killed another. They had both been feeding 
upon locusts. 


193. Nycricorax erisEus (L.). Night-Heron. 
Generally to be met with throughout Egypt, frequenting 
clumps of Acacia and Palm trees. 


194. Boraurus STELLARIS (L.). Bittern. 

Very plentiful in the Delta, and at Lake Fayoom. Elsewhere 
in Egypt the want of reeds would naturally account for the 
absence of this species. 


195. Boraurvus minutus (L.). Little Bittern. 

I only met with a single specimen of this bird, which I shot 
near Koos on the 26th of April. It rose from the road by 
the river, and only flew a few yards to perch on a large patch of 
mud close by the water, where it sat motionless with its neck 
stretched out. It was by no means shy. 


196. PLATALEA LEUCORODIA, L. Spoon-bill. 

Very abundant on the Nile, generally in small flocks at the 
ends of the sand-banks, and often in company with Herons and 
Pelicans. 


197. PHÆNICOPTERUS ANTIQUORUM, Bp. Flamingo. 

Occasionally met with in flocks on the Nile above Cairo, but 
most numerous in the Delta, especially at Lake Menzaleh, which 
is the only locality where I saw it. It is extremely difficult to 
get within shot of a Flamingo, as it frequents the shallow and 
reedless marshes, where it can see the intruder from a distance. 
One flock of these birds I saw would not allow me to approach 
nearer than five hundred yards. 


198. Furca atra, L. Common Coot. 
Very abundant in the Delta; and I have shot them at Girgeh, 


in Upper Egypt. 
199. PorPHYRIO HYACINTHINUS, Temm. Violet Gallinule. 
I have seen three specimens of this bird, which were collected 
by Mr. Josceline Amherst’s party this year in Egypt. It is 
common in Lake Fayoom. 
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200. GALLINULA CHLOROPUS (L.). Moor-Hen. 

I believe that the Moor-Hen is not very uncommon in Egypt. 
I only observed it once in the Delta, on the 16th of February ; 
although just out of shot I could not be mistaken in the bird, as 
I watched it swim across a small sedgy pool. 


201. Ratius aquaticus, L. Water-Rail. 

Mr. E. C. Taylor tells me that he has seen this bird abundant 
in the market at Alexandria, so that it is probably common in 
the Delta. It is plentiful at Lake Fayoom. 


202. PORZANA MARUETTA, Leach. Spotted Crake. 
Not uncommon in the Delta. I saw it on two occasions near 
Damietta, and procured one specimen. 


203. ANSER ÆGYPTIACUS, Linn. Egyptian Goose. 

Very plentifully distributed throughout Egypt and Nubia. 
lt breeds along the banks of the Nile in March. In the 
beginning of May I shot some fine young birds. 


204. ANSER ALBIFRONS, Gm. White-fronted Goose. 

This is the most abundant Goose on the Nile, where it may 
often be met with in large flocks. I have shot it on several 
occasions in February and March, but have rarely seen it later, 
as it does not breed there. 


205. Anas Boscuas, L. Common Wild Duck. 
Very abundant throughout Egypt and Nubia, and remains to 
breed. 


206. Anas stREPERA, L. Gadwall. 
Not very abundant. We once met with a small flock and 
killed one out of it, near El Kab, on the 26th of February. 


207. TADORNA VULPANSER, Fleming. Common Sheldrake. 

The only authentic Egyptian specimen of this bird that I 
have seen was shot this year by Mr. Josceline Amherst. 

Mr. S. S. Allen (Ibis, 1864, p. 241) observes that it is often 
brought to the market at Alexandria. 

208. Taporna RUTILA (Pall.). Ruddy Sheldrake. 

By no means common. 

(Ibis, 1867, p. 71.) Mr. E. C. Taylor’s party shot one 


specimen. 
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209. Davita acuta (L.). Pintail. 
We frequently shot this species. 


210. Ruyncuaspis CLYPEATA (L.). Shoveller. 
This is one of the most abundant species of Ducks throughout 
Egypt, where, I believe, it remains to breed. 


211. QUERQUEDULA CRECCA (L.). Common Teal. 
Very abundant everywhere. 


212. QUERQUEDULA CIRCIA (L.). Garganey Teal. 
We met with this bird in tolerable abundance at El Kab, 
towards the end of April, and shot one specimen. 


213. Mareca PENELOPE (L.). Widgeon. 
We shot this bird on Lake Menzaleh, while stopping at Port 
Said, and have frequently seen it in the market at Alexandria. 


214. Nyroca LEUCOPHTHALMA (Bechst.). Ferruginous Duck. 
This Duck is extremely abundant in Egypt, and is usually 
met with in immense flocks. 


215. FULIGULA FERINA (L.). Pochard. 
Very abundant; I have often shot this species both on the 
river itself and in pools. 


216. FULIGULA cristata (Leach). Tufted Duck. 

I believe that I saw large flocks of this species on the Nile, 
but could never get within shot of them. It is plentiful in the 
Fayoom. 


217. ERISMATURA MERSA (Pall.). White-headed Duck. 
By no means uncommon in the Delta, where I have shot it 
near Alexandria in the beginning of April. 


218. PODICEPS MINOR (L.). Little Grebe. 

Collected by Mr. Josceline Ambherst’s party on the Nile 
this spring. I believe that I saw it on Lake Mareotis, near 
Alexandria. 


219. Popicrrs cristatus (L.). Great Crested Grebe. 
I shot a Grebe near Keneh which I believe to have belonged 
to this species, but was unable to obtain it, as the natives 
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refused to plunge into the water after it, for fear of the Croco- 
diles. Mr. E. C. Taylor is also of opinion that he has seen 
this species in Egypt (Ibis, 1867, p. 71). 

220. PHaLacrocorax cargo (L.). Cormorant. 

Plentiful throughout Egypt in winter; but I have not observed 
it in Nubia. I have never seen it later than March. 


221. Perecanus onocroTaLus, L. White Pelican. 

Very abundant on the Nile. On the 20th of April, below 
Edfoo, an immense flock of several thousands passed low along 
the river, flying northward; and although fired at several times, 
they still kept streaming onwards in one continuous flock. We 
only killed one bird out of them, as we had nothing but small 
shot at the time. Irides crimson; pouch bright yellow; feathers 
on the forehead coming to a point towards the bill. 


222. PenLecanus crispus, Bruch. Dalmatian Pelican. 

On the 6th of February, 1868, I shot a Pelican which I 
believe to belong to this species. It was in company with about 
a dozen others, and at a great distance off, when I killed it with 
my rifle. The pouch and legs were pink, and the irides white. 
Feathers on the forehead terminating in a curved line, which is 
concave towards the middle of the culmen. 


223. Larus ruscus, L. Lesser Black-backed Gull. 

Abundant on the Nile both in Egypt and Nubia. In April 
we frequently saw small flocks of these birds, generally towards 
evening, always passing northward. I also observed similar 
small flocks of another large species of Gull, probably L. fusces- 
cens, as high up as Nubia. I shot a specimen of L. fuscus near 
Erment on the 24th of April. 

224. Larus Fuscescens, Licht. Mediterranean Herring- 
Gull. 

Very abundant along the coast. I shot it frequently near 
Damietta. It very closely resembles the common Herring-Gull ; 
but its back is a shade darker, and the legs are yellow, instead 
of pink, in the adult birds. 

225. LARUS ICHTHYAETOS, Pall. Great Black-headed Gull. 

This magnificent Gull I met with once in full plumage, on the 
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26th of February, near El Kab, when I got within about fifty 
yards of it. 


226. Larus RIDIBUNDUS, L. Black-headed Gull. 

Very abundant on the Nile in February and March. I saw 
large flocks of this Gull between Cairo and Benisooef, feeding 
on the locusts which swarmed throughout Egypt this year. 


227. Larus MELANOCEPHALUS, Natt. Natterer’s Gull. 

I believe that I saw this Gull on several occasions in company 
with the last species near Benisooef, in the early part of March. 
Mr. E. C. Taylor mentions having seen it at Alexandria in April. 


228. Larus TENUIROSTRIS, Temm. Slender-billed Gull. 
Mr. E. C. Taylor’s party obtained a specimen of this Gull 
out of a small flock near Keneh (Ibis, 1867, p. 72). 


229. STERNA ANGLICA, Montagu. Gull-billed Tern. 

We met with this bird in great abundance near Damietta in 
February, and have frequently killed it above Cairo, as far south 
as Sioot, in the month of March. 


230. STERNA VELOX, Rüpp. Swift Tern. 
Mr. E. C. Taylor (Ibis, 1867, p. 72) mentions it as Egyptian. 


231. Sterna cantTiaca, Gm. Sandwich Tern. 
Mr. E. C. Taylor mentions having seen this bird near 
Damietta (Ibis, 1867, p. 72). 


232. STERNA caspiA, Pall. Caspian Tern. 
Mr. E. C. Taylor observed this bird flying over the lake near 
Damietta (Ibis, 1867, p. 72). 


233. STERNA MINUTA, L. Lesser Tern. 

I have seen a specimen of this Tern in Mr. Baird’s collection 
of birds from Egypt. This is the only instance I know of its 
having been shot in that country. 


234, HYDROCHELIDON FISSIPES (L.). Black Tern. 

Mr. E. C. Taylor mentions seeing this bird near Damietta in 
April (Ibis, 1867, p. 73). 

235. HypRocHELIDON LEUCOPARIA (Natt.). Whiskered 
Tern. 

I shot four of these birds out of a small flock that were 
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playing round a sandbank near How on the Ist of May. Isaw 
some Terns higher up the river a few days previously, which were 
probably of this species. 


236. RHYNCHOPS ORIENTALIS, Rüpp. Scissors-billed Tern. 

I first sawsomeof these curious birds flitting over the sandbanks 
near Edfoo, on the 1st of April; on the 4th a small flock passed 
our boat near Phile; and I met, I believe, the same flock ten 
days later among the rapids of the first Cataract. Afterwards I 
saw them frequently in considerable numbers, and killed several 
near Erment, where, I believe, they were beginning to breed on 
the sandbanks. They were not shy, and I had plenty of oppor- 
tunity of watching their Tern-like evolutions as they played 
together. 

Mr. S. S. Allen (Ibis, 1864, p. 243) mentions having seen 
this bird once near Thebes, and speaks of its having been killed 
at Damietta *. 


XXVI.—Notes on some of the Birds of the United States of 
Columbia. By Craune W. Wyart. 


[Continued from p. 131.] 


Turer localities—Santa Marta, Cienaga, and Catamucho— 
which are mentioned in the following list will not be found in 
the map accompanying the first part of this paper. To Santa 
Marta and Cienaga I have already alluded, and their position 
will be given in any fair map of South America. Catamucho 
is a little village situated on the banks of the Magdalena, 
about a hundred miles from Baranquilla, where we landed for 
half an hour during our journey up the river to Ocaña. At 
each of these places we fell in with birds which we did not 
meet with elsewhere t. 

* Since the above article was in type, I have again visited Egypt and 
obtained several species not inserted in the foregoing list. My notes con- 
cerning these, and also on some species already mentioned, I hope to pub- 
lish shortly in a supplement.—G. E. 8. 

+ [The names of the species mentioned below have been determined by 
Mr. Sclater and myself, the nomenclature (unless the contrary is stated) 
being that adopted by Sclater in his Catalogue of American Birds.—Epb. ] 
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